
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 register with us in-person. You can also visit 

our recently upgraded website - 

www.ttembassy.com – where you will  

soon be able to register with us online as well.  

I am confident that our association and col-

laboration will play a vital role in promoting 

the interests of Trinidad and Tobago in the 

United States and redound to the benefit of all 

of us. 

If you have any questions or any suggestions on 

how the Embassy can improve its service to 

you please feel free to contact as via email: 

info@ttembwash.com. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Neil Parsan 

Ambassador 

 

Dear Nationals and Friends: 

It is a pleasure to be communicating with you 

once again and we, at the Embassy of the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, are commit-

ted to exchanging information with you via our 

newly re-launched Newsletter, The T&T  

Diplomat.  

As a brief introduction, I was appointed to 

serve as your Ambassador to the United 

States of America and Mexico and Permanent 

Representative to the Organization of Ameri-

can States on February 7, 2011. I bring to you 

an educational and professional background in 

medicine and business and this, combined 

with the strengths and focus of our govern-

ment and the expertise of the Embassy staff, I 

am confident will ensure that Trinidad and 

Tobago’s partnership with the US will continue 

to develop in a very strong and positive way.  

The Embassy looks forward to continuing to 

provide valuable and timely information to 

you, our stakeholders and we are committed 

to serving the public via the Immigration and 

Consular Office at the Embassy.    

As the official representative of the  

Government of the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago in the US, part of our mandate  

involves cooperating with the US on many 

areas of mutual interests such as energy 

and energy security, trade and investment 

security and the welfare of our citizens 

and I, as your Ambassador, look forward to 

continuing to build a partnership based on 

our common interests. 

To the nationals of Trinidad and Tobago in 

the US, our Diaspora, I want to encourage 

you to partner with us as we seek to 

develop our country in all its spheres. 

While I am aware of the outstanding 

contributions that many of you have made 

to the development of your new homeland 

I am also aware that even many more of 

you continue to be patriotic and contrib-

ute to the development of Trinidad and 

Tobago as well. Given the constancy of 

change in today’s world, we must as a 

people engage in Diasporic Trade  

Diplomacy which, if properly formulated, 

implemented and sustained can become 

an imitable model for others to follow.  

The Embassy is embarking on an  

Outreach Programme to forge closer 

links with our Diaspora and I strongly 

encourage you to visit the Embassy and 
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On May 31, 2011, His Excellency Dr. Neil Parsan,  

Ambassador of Trinidad and Tobago to the United States 
of America delivered a stirring presentation to business 

owners in Washington, DC on the many trade and invest-
ment opportunities available in Trinidad and Tobago.  

 

More than twenty (20) business owners attended the 
business forum, which was organized in  

association with the District of Columbia  
Department of Small and Local Business  

Development (DSLBD) and held at One Judiciary Square 
in Washington, DC.  

 
In his presentation, Ambassador Parsan promoted  

Trinidad and Tobago as the leading trade and  
investment destination of the English-speaking  
Caribbean and the ideal place to work, live and do  

business. Ambassador Parsan also highlighted  

Trinidad and Tobago’s sound history of  
political and economic stability, our strategic  

location between North and South  
America and the fact that we are a major player in the 

global energy industry.  
 

Additionally, he outlined the many initiatives that are 
currently being undertaken by the Government of the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago to ensure  

increased economic activity in all sectors and to 

generate adequate levels of wealth and   
employment in Trinidad and Tobago. 
 

Following Ambassador Parsan’s presentation, 

DSLBD Director, Antonio Brown expressed  
appreciation to His Excellency Dr. Parsan for 

collaborating with the organization on such an 
important initiative and stated that DSLBD looked 

forward to working with the Embassy on future 

business initiatives. 

BUSINESS & INVESTMENT 
Ambassador  Parsan woos Washington business owners at Small Business Forum 
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His Excellency Dr. Neil Parsan talks with one of the Forum attendees  

Ambassador Parsan addresses the 
audience 

From left to right: Vonetta Martin, Business Development Specialist, DSLBD; Ambassador Neil 
Parsan; Melissa Resil, Interim Manager, Certification, DSLBD; Antonio Hunter, Director DSLBD 



In May 2011, the Immigration Team of the Embassy of 

Trinidad and Tobago in Washington, DC conducted its 
outreach program for Trinidad and Tobago nationals 

in Los Angeles, California. The Immigration team was 
also joined on this trip by His Excellency Dr. Neil  

Parsan, Ambassador of Trinidad and Tobago to the 

United States of America. 
 

The Immigration team was composed of Immigration 
Attachés Mr. Lennox De Leon and Mr. Stanley Hunte 

and Executive Assistant, Ms. Roxanne McNeil. They 
processed a total of 62 applications for the machine 

readable passport, 4 lost passport applications and 5 
passport extensions. 

 
California based organization, Citizens and Friends of 

Trinidad and Tobago (CFTT) played an invaluable role 
in coordinating this extremely successful initiative. 

CFTT members Mrs. Joan Chanman Forbes and her 

husband, Mr. Lloyd Forbes have both tirelessly aided 
the Embassy team on outreach efforts and have  

consistently communicated with the community of 
T&T nationals residing in Los Angeles and other cities 

on the West Coast. 
 

 

The Ambassador took advantage of the three-

day outreach program to meet with T&T  
nationals at a special Town Hall meeting held  

at City Hall in Inglewood, CA. In his address, he 
spoke about the many initiatives that the Em-

bassy has been undertaking to  

encourage trade and investment in Trinidad 
and Tobago and to reconnect with the T&T  

Diaspora. 
 

 Honorary Consul General of St Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Dr. Cadrin Gill also assisted  

Ambassador Parsan by serving as a link be-
tween the Los Angeles business community and 

the community of Caribbean nationals in the 
area.  

IMMIGRATION OUTREACH 
Embassy conducts outreach program in Los Angeles, California 
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His Excellency Dr Neil  
Parsan meets T&T National and 

former  
US Congressman Mervyn  
Dymally at the Town Hall  

Meeting  

Ambassador Parsan sits with nationals  
awaiting processing 

Embassy Outreach Team with T&T Nationals  



On April 30, 2011 the Inter-American Defense Board 

hosted its annual Camaraderie Fiesta at the Bolling 
Air Force Base in South East, Washington, DC.  

Hundreds showed up at the Fiesta to experience the 
riveting culture of Latin America and the Caribbean.  

 

Several countries throughout the region  
participated in the Fiesta but Trinidad and Tobago 

was the star attraction once more with delicious 
local cuisine, live steelpan music and rhythmic tassa 

drumming.   
 

Visitors to the T&T booth were treated to samples of 
coo-coo and callalloo, corn soup, buljol and much 

more of our tasty, spicy, local fare. Our live DJ en-
sured that the crowd  experienced the music and 

vibe of the Greatest Show on Earth—Trinidad and 
Tobago Carnival.  

 

The IADB Camaraderie Fiesta is held every year to 

celebrate the unique and captivating culture of the 

region and to promote, inspire and encourage the 

spirit of good fellowship amongst member states.  

CULTURAL SHOWCASE 
IADB Camaraderie 
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Ms. Chloe Steward—daughter of Embassy staff member  
Christiane Steward—enjoyed getting her face painted at T&T’s 
Tent 

Brigadier Ancil Antoine (left) and His Excellency Dr. Neil Parsan   

This group enjoys the sweet music of the steelpan with Mr. Ronald Cielto (second from right)  - 
Embassy staff member 



On Saturday May 14, 2011, more 

than 3,000 culture enthusiasts 
descended upon the Embassy of 

the Republic of Trinidad and  
Tobago in Washington, DC for our 

Annual Open House.  

 
This educational and cultural  

explosion was organized as part of 
Cultural Tourism DC’s Around the 
World Embassy Tour with the  
objective of promoting the interna-

tional culture omnipresent in 
Washington, DC. The Embassy fea-

tured live steel pan music from DC 
based Pan Masters Steel Orches-

tra, drumming from New York 
 

 based Major League Tassa Group, 

a nature exhibit and  colourful 
moko jumbies. 

 
Visitors were also treated all day 

long to the savory cuisine of  

Trinidad and Tobago: roti, pelau 
and fried bake and buljol, amongst 

other items.  Samples of Angos-
tura’s award-winning Rum Punch 

and local soft drinks were also 
served throughout the day. 

 
 Members of staff of the Embassy 

were on hand to provide visitors 
with promotional material and  

to answer any questions about our 
 

 twin-island nation. Here are 

some of the images from that 
day:  

CULTURAL SHOWCASE 
Embassy Open House  
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Ambassador Parsan presents a lucky guest with a 
bag filled with local goodies 

This visitor enjoys her first taste of T&T Carnival  Visitors streamed in all day long  

DC Pan Masters Steel Orchestra  Major League Tassa Group keeps the audience entertained 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Colonel Colin Mitchell assumed the post 
of Defence and Military Attaché to the 

Embassy of the Republic of Trinidad and 
Tobago, Washington DC, United States of 

America on 6 June 2011. 
 

Colonel Mitchell enlisted into the  

Trinidad and Tobago Regiment as an 
Officer Cadet on 27 August 1979.  He 

received his Basic Officer’s Training at 
the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, 

England between 1980 and 1981.  
 

He also attended the Canadian Forces 
Staff School and the Canadian Land 

Force Command and Staff College in 
Kingston, Canada. In 2007 Colonel 

Mitchell completed the Senior Staff 

Course at the Command and General 
Staff College in Leavenworth, Kansas, 

where he earned a Masters Degree in 
Military Art and Science. 
 

He attended many professional and 

managerial development courses during 
his career and is a graduate of the  

University of the West Indies, where he 

attained a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Management Studies. 

 

 

Prior to his appointment as Defence Attaché, Colonel Mitchell was 
the Chief Staff Officer to the Chief of Defence Staff at the Defence 

Force Headquarters. Colonel Mitchell has also held various  
command and staff positions throughout his career.  He has been 

a Platoon Commander, Company Commander and Battalion  

Commanding Officer.  Additionally, he has held the position of 
Battalion Adjutant, Administrative Officer to the Commanding 

Officer of the Regiment as well as to the Chief of Defence Staff.    
 

In 1994, he was the Operations Officer of the first CARICOM  
Battalion which was in Haiti as part of the Multi-national Force 

which restored President Aristide and brought peace and stability 
to the land. 
 

 

In May 2010, Colonel Mitchell attended the Fourth Seminar of  

Senior Officials from the Caribbean and South Pacific Islands, 
hosted at the National Defence University, Beijing, China. 
 

Colonel Mitchell is married to Dawn Chrystal Fritz-Mitchell and has 

five children. 

NEW APPOINTMENTS 
 

Colonel Colin Mitchell—Defence and Military Attaché 
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Ms. Wallace assumed duty at the  

Embassy of the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago, Washington, DC on May 3rd 2010 

as Second Secretary and Alternate 

Representative to the Organisation of 

American States (OAS).  This is Ms. 

Wallace’s first posting. 

 

She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree 

from the University of the West Indies 

(UWI) in Latin American Studies with 

International Relations and a Masters 

degree from the same institution in 

International Relations. 

 

Ms. Wallace joined the Ministry of For-

eign Affairs in October 2007 as an 

International Relations Officer, soon 

after graduating from her Masters’ 

programme and was immediately  

assigned to the CARICOM and Caribbean 

Affairs Division.  She worked under the 

tutelage of Ms. Susan Gordon and Ms. 

Donna Henry in this Division until she 

was transferred to the Americas Unit of 

the Bilateral Division where she became 

desk officer for the United States, Brazil, 

Chile and Bolivia. 

 

Ms. Wallace has gained extensive experience 

with the Ministry thus far and continues to 

grow as an officer. She looks forward to 

working with her senior officers to promote 

the interests of Trinidad and Tobago. 

the Protocol and Consular Division. 

  

Mrs. Lewis-Bannister is a trained 

dancer and choreographer and lists 

modern dance as her favorite style of 

dance. She is married and has two 

children. 

Mrs. Irma Bannister-Lewis 

Mrs. Bannister-Lewis assumed duty at 

the Embassy of the Republic of  

Trinidad and Tobago, Washington, DC 

as Administrative Attaché on  

December 9, 2011. This is her second 

posting, her first being to the Embassy 

of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 

in Caracas, Venezuela.  

 

Mrs. Bannister-Lewis attended A.S.J.A 

Girls College in San Fernando, Trinidad 

and later furthered her studies at the 

San Fernando Technical Institute (now 

the south campus of University of 

Trinidad and Tobago – UTT).    

She has served in several divisions at 

the Ministry ranging from the CARI-

COM and Caribbean Affairs Division to 

 

 

NEW APPOINTMENTS  

Ms. Dana Wallace  
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Ms. Kathleen Seenarine assumed the post of Counselor and 

Alternate Representative to the Organisation of American 

States at the Embassy of the Republic of Trinidad and  

Tobago, Washington, DC on June 23, 2011.  

 

She has an undergraduate degree in History (First Class 

Honours), a Master of Science degree in International  

Relations and she is currently pursuing an LLB with  

Management with the University of London.    

 

Ms. Seenarine joined the Foreign Service in 2001 and has 

served in most divisions in the Ministry:  European Affairs 

Division, Protocol and Consular Division, Americas Division, 

Multilateral Relations Division and the Asia, Africa and Middle 

East (AAMEP) Division.   

 

She was also assigned to the Office of the Prime Minister 

(OPM) during the period 2008-2010 in the capacity of  

Protocol Officer to the Prime Minister and Foreign Service 

Officer in the OPM.   

 

Ms. Seenarine is looking forward to embracing the unique 

and vibrant culture of Washington, DC and hopes to continue 

to promote the interests of Trinidad and Tobago in a variety 

of spheres.  

 

Ms. Kathleen Seenarine  

NEW APPOINTMENTS 
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Ms. Avianne Boney 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Ms. Avianne Boney assumed duty at the Embassy of the  
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on May 3, 2010 as First  

Secretary and Alternate Representative to the Organisation of 

American States (OAS).   

 

She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in International Relations 

from Carleton College, Minnesota, USA.  

Ms. Boney began working for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in May 

2008. She was assigned to the Protocol and Consular Division 
from 2008 to 2009 during which period she, inter alia, assisted in 

the planning and execution of numerous State and Official Visits. 

From 2009 to 2010, she worked in the Americas Unit of the Bilat-

eral Relations Division, where she was the desk officer for Can-

ada, Uruguay, Paraguay and Argentina. 
 

Prior to working at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ms. Boney was 

employed by the Tourism Development Company as a Destination 

Information Coordinator and was responsible for disseminating 

information on the tourism products of Trinidad and Tobago to 
local and international tourists. 

 

Ms. Boney is delighted to be part of the Embassy of Trinidad and 

Tobago in Washington, D.C. and to be a member of the team that 

executes the foreign policy of T&T and she anticipates continued 

growth and professional development. 
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BILATERAL RELATIONS 

Senatorial Proclamation in honour of Trinidad and Tobago’s 49th Anniversary of Independence 

In early July 2011, Senator Kevin Parker of the 21st District presented His Excellency Dr. Neil Parsan, Ambassador of Trinidad and Tobago to the United 
States of America, with a Senatorial Proclamation in honour of Trinidad and Tobago’s 49 th Anniversary of Independence, at a reception hosted by one of 

Trinidad and Tobago’s prominent community leaders in New York, Ms. Hazra Ali. 
 

Senator Parker represents the ethnically diverse 21st District that consists of 311,000 constituents in Flatbush, East Flatbush and Borough Park, 
amongst other areas.   

 
Several other elected officials and community leaders were also in attendance at the event that afforded those present the opportunity to interact with 

Ambassador Parsan and Senator Parker one-on-one.  

Senator Kevin Parker presents Ambassador Parsan with the Senatorial Proclamation  

From L-R Ms. Hazra Ali, Assemblyman Nick Perry of   
Brooklyn and His Excellency Dr. Neil Parsan  

Ambassador Parsan, Senator Kevin Parker and members 
of the Brooklyn Community 



The Embassy of Trinidad and Tobago is pleased to announce that the Immigration Team will conduct outreach services in August 2011 in Los 

Angeles and San Francisco, California. Services to be offered include the acceptance of applications for the machine readable passports as 

well as lost passport applications.     

 
 

San Francisco 
 Date: August 16, 2011 

 Location: TBD  
 

Los Angeles 

 Date: August 18 & 19, 2011 
 Location:  231 West Vernon Avenue 

  Los Angeles, CA, 90037 
 

Nationals are asked to visit our website—www.ttembassy.com—prior to their appointment, to download forms and check the requirements. If 

you reside in any of these cities and would like to make an appointment to meet with the Immigration Team please contact us via email— 

passportoffice@ttembwash.com. If you have already made an appointment with one of our Immigration Officials we look forward to seeing 

you on the specified date and time.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

EMBASSY OUTREACH—SAN FRANCISCO & LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
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